THE

TIMES

ROCKWOOD HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

WINTER 2010

VOTE 2010 - ELECTION RESULTS

Congratulations and welcome...
Mayor McCallion

Chris Fonseca

Mario Pascucci

A crowd of nearly 200
people turned out for the
RHA’s All Candidates night
on October 20th, which was
hailed as a success by both the
candidates and spectators.
Among the speakers were
ten mayoralty candidates, six
candidates for councillor and
two candidates for each of the
Separate and Public School
Trustee races.
In the event that you missed
the results, Mayor McCallion
was elected for her 12th
straight term. Our new Ward
3 Councillor is Chris Fonseca,

Sue Lawton

Burgers of Bough Beeches; winners of
Rockwood’s best “Haunted Home”
The RHA Board is pleased
to announce the winner
of the Halloween Contest.
The Burgers will receive a
$50 Gift Certificate and a
free consultation donated
by Sheridan Nurseries.
We thank all of those who
participated!

THE R.H.A.... YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE

replacing Councillor Maja
Prentice who has retired.
Mario Pascucci was returned
as Separate School Trustee
and Sue Lawton was elected
as the new Public School
Trustee.
We congratulate all the
successful candidates and
look forward to continuing
the excellent relationships we
have enjoyed with our elected
officials in the past.

Happy
Holidays

In keeping with the spirit of the season,
we will sponsor a prize for the best
outdoor seasonal display. The RHA
elves will be cruising the streets of your
neighbourhood over the next few weeks,
looking for the most innovative, “creative”

“Holiday Home Display”

Nominate yourself or your neighbour by
sending in your submissions by midnight
January 15, 2011 to our website
www.rockwoodtimes.ca

www.rockwoodtimes.ca
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LOCAL CONTACTS

PRESIDENT’S

REPORT
Simi Kapur

RHA Executives
Boris Swedak Advisor LM
Simi Kapur President
Dave Airey Vice President
Gord Crymble Secretary
Marzena Szczeszek Treasurer
Dale Biason Director
Leszek Pisarek Director
Val Thomson Director
Frank Medoro Director
Stephen Roscoe Director LM
LM - (Life Member)
•
Airport/Noise Complaints
416-247-7682
•
The Rockwood
Homeowners’ Association
c/o Simi Kapur
1735 Chalkdene Grove,
Mississauga ON L4W 2C2
Email: simikapur@rogers.com
(include phone & email if available)
•

www.rockwoodtimes.ca

Email: rhaboard@your-mail.com
•
The RHA is most grateful to the
advertisers whose generous support
made this newsletter possible - in
thanking the advertisers, we ask you to
patronize them as their products and
services merit your support!

For Advertising submissions contact:
advertise@rockwoodtimes.ca
Articles Submission:
articles@rockwoodtimes.ca
Production; SMDS
Kathryn Huse
Email: info@smds.ca
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In October, RHA held the only All
Candidates meeting in Ward 3 at Sts.
Martha and Mary Church. Candidates
for Councillor, Mayor and School
Trustee presented their platforms and
answered questions. Thanks to all
residents who attended. I would like
to congratulate Councillor Elect Chris
Fonseca, Mayor Hazel McCallion, Sue
Lawton for School Trustee, English
Public and Mario Pascucci, Separate
School Trustee, for their election win.
Watermain construction on Dixie
Rd. between Rathburn Rd. and
Burnhamthorpe Rd. has finally been
completed to the relief of many
Rockwood residents. RHA Director,
Leszek Pisarek was quick to contact
the Region of Peel and advise them
of the dangerous conditions at that
intersection.
In order to improve access by patrons
to the Etobicoke Creek Trail, the City’s
Transportation and Works Department
staff completed a review of Rathburn
Rd. E. and have determined that
parking can be permitted on both sides
of the street from Garnetwood Chase
to the east limit of the roadway. They
will submit their recommendations

to City Council. The statutory 3-hour
parking By-Law will be maintained at
all times.
In the issue of school crossing
safety, RHA was contacted regarding
children and parents crossing, on
Rathburn Rd. E., west of Capilano
Court and East of Fieldgate Dr.
Thanks to Boris Swedak, RHA Life
Member and member of the Traffic
Safety Council for forwarding this
concern to the TSC requesting they
schedule an inspection early next
year and report findings to General
Committee.
Recently, Councillor Prentice
facilitated a meeting with the City’s
Planning staff, the Ontario Realty
Corp., Councillor Elect Fonseca, RHA
and the homeowner’s on Audubon
Blvd. immediately affected by the
parcel of land behind their homes.
The intention was to inform the
homeowners’ the City’s position to
request low density housing as the
land use designation. There will be
further public planning meetings next
year and RHA will keep you updated.
We welcome your input and would
love to hear from you!

Did you ever wonder just how SAFE
we are in our community?
Did you see police activity and wonder if a crime had been
committed on your street? Get answers to these questions at

www.safecitymississauga.on.ca

You can get a history of crimes back to 2006, zoom down to
as close as your street, by clicking on the Dixie neighbourhood
then scroll up to Rockwood. All incidents are marked and you
can click on the icon to identify the nature of the crime.

A Conversation with Chris Fonseca
By Stephen Roscoe

It was my pleasure to meet and
speak with newly elected Ward 3
Councillor Chris Fonseca about her
recent election and her goals in her
new role. Ms. Fonseca assumed
office on December 1st with a solid
understanding of what lays ahead.
No stranger to life in public
service, Councillor Fonseca worked
closely with her husband, MPP Peter
Fonseca, in his past two successful
Provincial elections. But Chris
was first motivated to community
service, as a volunteer with a
variety of organizations, inspired
by her parents involvement in the
community.
Ms Fonseca believed that this
election was ‘the right time’ to take
what she had learned from running
a small business in the health
and wellness sector and working
collaboratively with many people in
her professional role as a Regional
Director of Swim Ontario, and to
apply these skill sets to serve the
Ward 3 community.
Councillor Fonseca’s enthusiasm
to give to the community was very
evident. In a very articulate manner
she outlined her four key goals for
the next four years:

Customer Service &
Communication - To respond

to community concerns within
24 hours. Continuous dialogue
through her website, e-newsletters,
surveycards to yield feedback and
regularly attending community
events such as the Career Night at
Applewood which she attended
last week. Meeting as many people
as possible is paramount to being
an effective voice and partner in
making improvements in the region.

Neighbourhood Safety -

Listening to the community to
work towards improvements. Some
of these are: better lighting in our
parks, smart traffic control systems
that adjust depending on the needs
of pedestrians and automobiles,
pedestrian crossing signals that
give a visual countdown and an
auditory countdown for the visually
impaired, etc.

Seniors and Youth - Developing
a win-win system whereby youth
earn community service hours
by helping Seniors with their
various needs such as: lawn care,
snow removal, computer training,
accompaniment on walks, etc.

Business & Community
Improvement - To initiate an

effective process where businesses,
homeowners’ associations and other
parties can work together towards
maintaining high standards for
visually appealing signage and
landscaping, regulation of curbside
storefronts and the preservation
of community heritage. On the
environmental front, every Spring
she will organize clean-ups of all
parks in Ward 3.

Beyond these goals, Ms Fonseca
expressed a desire to bring changes
in the way Federal and Provincial
governments work with Regions
like Peel. Still viewed as a rural
region since the 80s, when it comes
to funding, Fonseca is committed
to working with the Mayor and
the Council to seek a fairer share
of Provincial and Federal funding
allocated for social services and
infrastructure. On the positive side,
Peel was effective in capitalizing on
the federal stimulus dollars. We all
saw how much activity there was
this past year: resurfacing roads,
renovating libraries and pools and
upgrading water-main systems.
Councillor Fonseca had
high praise for the Rockwood
Homeowners’ Association’s ongoing
initiatives and accomplishments
and stated she has already enjoyed
working with the RHA. Councillor
Fonseca encourages all residents
in the area to join the RHA and get
involved. A community is always
the sum total of the members’
contributions.
By the end of our meeting, I was
convinced that Councillor Fonseca
will be a collaborative, passionate
and effective leader who will work
with true dedication towards
improving our part of Mississauga
which we all proudly call home.
Ms Fonseca got my nod as a worthy
successor to our excellent but now
retired Councillor Maja Prentice.
Chris Fonseca will meet with Council every
week to bring our concerns forward. She
can be reached at: 416-821-8587
chris.fonseca@mississauga.ca
300 City Centre Drive Mississauga,
ON L5B 3C1
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REAL ESTATE

Realtors give back to the community

Marzena Szczeszek

Even if you have worked with a
REALTOR® to buy, sell or lease a
property you may not know that
they are key contributors to life
in the community. Not only do
they volunteer their time as active
participants in local activities, but
they are also generous contributors
to many charities.
It is estimated that 27 per cent of
Canadians volunteer, but according
to a survey conducted by the
Canadian Real Estate Association,
the number of realtors who do so
is more than double the national
average, at 69 per cent.
The 28,000 Members of the
Toronto Real Estate Board (TREB)
are so deeply committed to making

a difference in others’ lives that
they recently asked the Board
to make a contribution on their
behalf to the REALTORS® Care
Foundation. As such, for the second
consecutive year, TREB made a
sizeable donation, totaling more
than $342,000 to the Foundation. In
conjunction with the REALTORS®
Care Foundation, TREB presented
grants totaling $165,000 to 19
different shelter based organizations
throughout the Greater Toronto
Area last year alone.
Greater Toronto REALTORS®
dedication doesn’t stop there either.
We’re particularly excited about
our long-term commitment to the
Children’s Breakfast Program,
having made an initial contribution

ROCKWOOD VILLAGE
A neighbourhood to be proud of!

of $50,000 for
the purchase
of kitchen
equipment.
Operated
by realtor
volunteers, this program provides
nutritious breakfasts to more
than 1,600 Toronto District School
Board students in need each
school day. We have also given
hardworking families a hand up.
Having sponsored two Habitat for
Humanity homes in recent years,
we’re now striving to sponsor
a third. Through a number of
fundraising events in recent years
we have been proud to support The
Salvation Army as well. Each year
the TREB also presents two $5,000

Would you like to SELL your home? Call

“The Great Negotiator”

Rockwood’s Experienced Real Estate Professional

MIKE CAHILL
BROKER

You owe it to yourself to
compare services before
you sell your home.
Visit my website to learn
what my clients have
to say!
When you are deciding to
make a move, call me,
I can help!

Julie King

Mike has sold more homes in Rockwood Village than
any other Realtor® each and every year, since 1976.
When you decide to buy and sell, call the Realtor®
with the most experience and the best track record
in the business for your area.

BROKER

905•821•3200

Meadowtowne Realty, Brokerage
Independently owned and operated

julie@searchforhomes.ca
www.searchforhomes.ca
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905 • 270 • 2000

REMAX PERFORMANCE REALTY INC., MISSISSAUGA

scholarships to graduating high
school students to be used towards
their post-secondary educations.
These are just a few examples
of our efforts. In short, Greater
Toronto REALTORS® not only help
people achieve the dream of home
ownership, we dedicate our lives
to making the community a better
place to live.
Every realtor who works in the
Greater Toronto Area is a member of
TREB, and also part of a Brokerage.
In addition to donations to the
Toronto Real Estate Board, many
of the larger Brokerages support
or fund their own charities. Since
RE/MAX became the Children’s
Miracle Network’s exculsive real
estate sponsor in 1992, RE/MAX
Associates have raised more than
$65 Million dollars for their charity.
The Royal Le Page Shelter
Foundation is Canada’s largest
public foundation dedicated

exclusively to funding women’s
community volunteers, but also give
shelters, violence prevention and
generously to charitable causes than
education programs. Royal Le Page
any other professional group.
Associates also donate a portion
On behalf of the realtors who
of their commission, sponsor
support this community, not only
fundraising events, and volunteer
as advertisers in the Rockwood
time to work in the shelters or on
Times, but also as active members
fundraising committees. In 2009,
of the Rockwood Homeowners’
Royal Le Page Associates raised $1.5 Association, we wish you a very
Million for the Shelter foundation in Happy Holiday and an abundance
their efforts to end abuse.
of health and happiness for you and
your family in the coming year.
In spite of the public perception
that realtors make
way too much
money, the reality
is that the average
agent earns less
than $35,000 a year • Professional & Confidential Services
before Brokerage
• No obligation Mortgage checkup
fees, Board and
• Ongoing Progress updates
Licensing fees,
• Mortgage Financing tailored
Denise Pisani
expenses and taxes. to your financial needs
Manager,
Yet, Realtors donate
Mobile Mortgage specialist
Tel: 416 629 5363
not only more
Pager: 1 866 767 5446
of their time as

GO HOUSE HUNTING
WITH THE BEST

TORONTO REAL ESTATE BOARD:

IN OUR AREA
PROPERTY VALUES
HAVE INCREASED
IN 2009

FREE
Home Evaluation
•
FREE
Home Staging
•
FREE
Neighbourhood Report

“If you would
like to know how
much your own
property value
has increased call
Jessica or Robin...
your local
real estate people

ANNETTE HABERLING
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Opening the door to your Future

905•275•9400

Royal Lepage Real Estate Services Ltd.,Brokerage
77 City Centre Dr, #106 , Mississauga, Ontario L5B 1M5

Jessica Scott
Direct 647-287-9646
Robin Scott
Direct 647-290-7553
Mississauga Office
(905) 565-9200

Simply the Best

Right At Home Realty Inc., Brokerage
Toronto’s Fastest Growing Independent Brokerage*
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Safety first this
Holiday Season
Every week, fire kills eight Canadians, and
residential fires account for 73 percent of these
fatalities. These residential numbers spike
around the holidays predominantly as the result
of unsafe decorations used indoors and out.
CSA cautions against purchasing any electrical
product that does not carry the CSA approval.
They recommend sticking with brand names
you can trust rather than buying potentially
inferior products with discount price stickers.
If you are buying a fresh tree – make sure it is
fresh. Fresh trees will lose few needles when
the stump is tapped on the ground. Pot your
tree in a container which holds 2-3 litres of
water and keep it filled. Remove your tree within
14 days or when the needles start falling.
Use only CSA approved lights on your tree.
Discard those that may be frayed, broken or
have exposed wires. Use only flame retardant,
noncombustible, nonconductive decorations.
Do not use outdoor lights inside. Turn off lights
on the tree when leaving home or going to bed.
Candles can be a major source of fires. Burn
them away from anything that could catch fire,
in sturdy holders, on stable surfaces well away
from children, drafts and anything that could
catch fire. Make sure they are extinguished
before leaving the house or going to bed.
Do not burn wrapping paper in your fireplace!
They burn too quickly and generate too much
heat! Don’t use Christmas trees for firewood.
Last but not least, if you plan to fry your bird,
and a grease fire ensues, turn off the barbeque
or stove then smother the flames with baking
soda. Never throw water on a grease fire, and
do not turn on a fan while there are flames.
WINTER 2010

Changes to Parking on Rathburn
In response to a request from a resident in Rockwood, the
RHA will support a motion to remove the parking restriction on
Rathburn Rd., from Garnetwood Chase to the Creek, where the
road ends.
Currently this stretch of Rathburn is designated as a no parking
zone. In the RHA’s opinion the current parking restriction
adversely affects those who wish to access the Etobicoke Creek
Trail. The closest accessible parking right now is either in the
parking lot at Garnetwood Park or along Garnetwood Chase.
Over the years, the RHA has done much not only to maintain the
Etobicoke Creek trail, but to enhance access for local residents. In
2007 three pedestrian structures were erected across the creek, one
of which is at the end of Rathburn Rd. It would only make sense
that the parking restriction be lifted to enable more visitors to take
advantage of the walkways and bicycle paths in the Etobicoke
Creek Trail.
It is anticipated that a recommendation to reverse the parking
restriction will be sent by the Transportation and Works
department to the General Committee for approval. Once
approved by the committee, parking will be allowed subject to the
3 hour limit now enforced on all residential streets.

BUS RAPID TRANSIT

Construction is underway!
by Valerie Thompson

Construction on the BRT
is now underway! Hydro
Mississauga has started
relocating utilities near
Dixie Road and Eastgate
Parkway in preparation
for the general contract
to commence on the BRT
project, splitting it into three phases. The first phase extends from
Rathburn Road immediately east of Hurontario Street along the
HWY 403 and Eastgate Parkway corridor up to Fieldgate Drive.
The second and third phases of construction will be tendered
shortly with construction anticipated to commence in spring 2011.
Although some major BRT construction has started this
fall, only some minor work is scheduled in the vicinity of our
neighbourhood. A Notice of Construction Commencement
is currently being prepared and will be hand delivered to all
residents and businesses which are directly affected by the
proposed construction work. Major construction in our area is not
anticipated until the spring/summer of 2011.

CITY HALL

UPDATE
Leszek Pisarek,

1315 BOUGH BEECHES The
City of Mississauga, Planning
Department has advised the RHA
that as of November 9, 2010 there
is no new information and no site
plan application has been received
by the City of Mississauga Planning
Department. We will be informed
if and when any new information
is received. In 2008 zoning was
approved and the project was
included in the City’s Official Plan,
in spite of community efforts to
block permission to amend the
zoning. Under the revised zoning,
the maximum number of units
(existing and new) permitted on
the site is 683 units. As there are
currently 270 units on this site, the
maximum number of new units

will be limited to 413 units and
represents a maximum floor space
index (FSI) of 2.56.
If the developer submits the new
application and plans requesting
construction beyond what the
current zoning states (either through
minor variance or rezoning), a
public notification and full hearing
process would be required.
However, should the proposed
construction plan be within current
City’s Official Plan and zoning, it
will not require a public notification
or hearing. Members of the public
will able to view the plans upon
request.
AUDUBON PARK Earlier this
year, the ORC (Ontario Realty
Corporation) advised the City of
Mississauga of their intention to
dispose of an empty lot on the
North-East corner of Audubon Blvd.
and Fieldgate Dr. This parcel is
currently being leased by the City

for green space. As the City has the
right of first refusal on the property,
they were approached to purchase
the land. The City has declined to
purchase the land as green space,
and the ORC has now removed the
land from the “Parkway Belt West”
plan leaving the City free to initiate
an Official Plan Amendment and
Rezoning to apply designation and
municipal zoning to this land.
It is expected that City will
recommend a similar designation
and zoning as the surrounding
residential area (Low Density
Residential). However, this process
will be subject to the public process
and area residents will be notified.
A public meeting will be held in the
New Year.
For more information please contact
Diana Rusnov, Manager, Central
Area Development and Design Div.
Planning and Building Dept. tel(905)
615-3200 ext.5534

Kingsbury

Dental Office
Dr. Bruno Cavatassi

Servicing the
Rockwood Community
for over 20 years!
New patients and patients with
emergencies are always Welcome

(905) 629 • 1331
1891 Rathburn Road E.
Located in Kingsbury (Longo’s) Plaza
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• General Practice • Estates • Wills 10% Senior’s
Discount
• Power of Attorney • Litigation
***
• Business, New Companies, Real Estate,
House
Calls
Contracts and Partnerships

REG BRADBURN B.A., J.D.
LAWYER / NOTARY

416

769 2930

within the
neighbourhood

30 year Resident of Rockwood
170 ATTWELL DRIVE
• 6TH FLOOR • TORONTO

50

$

OFF

Any job over $1000.
Must be presented at time
of purchase agreement.
Valid for 2010.
One coupon per customer.

50

Call today for your

$

FREE ESTIMATE & $50.00 OFF

SHINGLED ROOFS • FLAT ROOFS • ALUMINUM • SIDING • REPAIRS

OFF
TORONTO
OSHAWA
AURORA
MISSISSAUGA
905.827.7666 416.604.9765 905.686.2266 905.713.6622
Any job over $1000.
Must be presented at time
of purchase agreement.
Valid for 2010.
One coupon per customer.

A Mississauga Tradition

SHINGLED ROOFS • FLAT ROOFS • ALUMINUM • SIDING • REPAIRS

OSHAWA
AURORA
MISSISSAUGA TORONTO
905.827.7666 416.604.9765 905.686.2266 905.713.6622

Your Resident Realtor

905-275-9400

info@dalebiason.com
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Royal LePage Real Estate Services Ltd.Brokerage
77 City Centre Drive,Ste.106, Mississauga,
Ontario L5B1M5

Do YOU Own a Business?
Do YOU Provide a Service?
ADVERTISE IN THE ROCKWOOD VILLAGE

BUSIN ESS DIRECTORY

From professional tradespeople to babysitters;
a cost effective way to reach our residents!

Visit www.rockwoodtimes.ca
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