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GTAA To Increase Night Flights
By Gordon Crymble

The GTAA (Greater Toronto
Airport Authority) has applied to
Transport Canada to increase the
night flight limits. Night flights are
take-offs or landings between 12:30
a.m. and 6:30 a.m. The reason for
the increase is to satisfy primarily
an expanding demand from Asian
markets.
With an average of 36 night flights
per night, these flights are capped as a
percentage of total flights. Currently
the cap is 3% of the total number of
flights arriving or leaving Toronto
Pearson. None of these night flights
currently use the 33L/15R runway
that is the direct flight path over
Rockwood. The proposed increases
should not change this.
While Toronto Pearson has
requested a “modest increase” in the
percentage of night flights allowed,
this will be an ongoing issue as plans
to increase day flights will create
more demand for additional night
flights. Further increases would be
triggered by demand reaching 95%
of the budget in the previous year
(currently, approx. 13,200).
Last year Pearson turned down
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approximately 1,000 requests for
night flights. Therefore, demand is
already at 107.5%. So, even if demand
remained stagnant, the new demand
level after the first bump would be
97.8% and thereby trigger a second
increase.
The number of night flights could be
up to at least 44 in two years. There
is already an allowance in place to
increase night flights by whatever
increase there is in passenger volume.
So, a bump because of night flight
demand could trigger another
increase and thus allow the GTAA to
double dip on night time demand.
As the GTAA has openly stated
their goal of becoming North
America’s gateway to the world, we
can expect to hear more night flights
in the years to come. While the
north south runway under which
we live is not generally used to
accommodate these flights, it is pulled
into service when wind conditions
require this runway to be used.
In response to resident feedback,
Councillor Fonseca has requested the
GTAA to provide a presentation
to the community on March 7th,

from 7-8 p.m. at the Dixie Curling
Club located at 3071 Palstan Rd.
Representatives of Navigation
Canada, and Transport Canada will
also attend.
Although increases in night flights
will have a minimal impact on
Rockwood, increase in demand for
flights from Asia to North America
is a reality. The dilemma is that the
airport is a serious source of revenue
for the city not to mention the
potential for increased business and
associated employment opportunities
in our backyard. Increased airport
utilization will only enhance the
value of our homes provided the
associated noise levels do not increase
from their current levels. RW
If you would like more information please
go to www.torontopearson.com/community
or www.GTAA.com or email community.
engagement@gtaa.com .

THE ROCKWOOD HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION (RHA) will hold its
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on Thursday, May 17th at 7:00 p.m. at
Sts Martha & Mary School, 1760 Bough Beeches Blvd.
Come out and have your say in what is happening in our community. As in years past, we
will provide an interesting slate of speakers who will be anxious to keep you informed about
matters of interest and answer your questions.
In May, we are also planning a Membership Drive and will be canvassing the neighbourhood
for your support in assisting our efforts to keep you informed and to maintain Rockwood
Village’s status as the most desirable neighbourhood in Mississauga!

THE R.H.A.... YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE

www.rockwoodvillage.ca
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Welcome!
The last few months have been busy with
many Citizen engagement events!
RHA kicked it off in November with news
from the Greater Toronto Airport Authority
(GTAA) regarding their proposal to Transport
Canada to expand night flights from Pearson
Airport. News of the public meetings arrived
late and many residents, including RHA, were
upset over the lack of notification. Residents
rallied through RHA email blasts and direct
calls to Councillor Fonseca’s office. Residents
on RHA’s email directory were asked to
complete Comment Cards with their opinions
and submit them to the GTAA office as well
as participate in an online petition. See further
details on the upcoming Airport Open House
on the back page of this issue.
In December, RHA supported our neighbour,
Ward 5, in their first ever Town Hall Meetings in
Malton and Britannia, hosted by newly elected
Councillor Bonnie Crombie. It was here that
RHA took the opportunity to directly voice
concerns of the neighbourhood to the GTAA
reps in attendance regarding the proposed
expansion of Night Flights. There will be a
Ward 3 Town Hall meeting just announced
by Councillor Fonseca in April. (See facing
page for details). RHA also attended the
Community Environment and Noise Advisory
Committee (CENAC) meeting held at GTAA’s
office on which Councillor Fonseca sits as a
representative from the City of Mississauga.
Thanks to RHA Director Gord Crymble who
has attended both the November and most
recent February meeting. For further updates
on what’s happening next door at the airport,
visit the CENAC and GTAA websites. http://
www.torontopearson.com/en/aboutpearson/
noise/cenac/http://www.torontopearson.com/
NightFlightsOutreach/

Just around the corner was the City of
Mississauga’s inaugural Governance
Committee, (GC) with the mandate to examine
issues including the role of the Integrity
Commissioner, ethics, lobbying, the Code
of Conduct, and election financing. Please
note that Councillor Fonseca also sits on this
committee. For details on the GC, check out
the city’s page http://www.mississauga.ca/
portal/cityhall/governancecommittee
Both January and February were about the
budget - City of Mississauga’s budget for 2012.
RHA Director Frank Medoro attended the City’s
2nd annual Public Budget Open House to find
out the overall increases to our property tax
bills from the Region of Peel (approximately
0.6%) and the City’s portion (2.8% overall).
We also gave support to MIRANET as
their Municipal Finance Subcommittee
made a deputation to Council outlining 10
recommendations for this year’s budget.
More information on the Budget page at
www.miranet.ca
And it’s still the beginning of the year! There
are many opportunities for citizen engagement
in the city and the local level. The choice is
yours to get involved! I would like to take this
time to thank Director Dale Biason and Kathryn
Huse for all their hard work on producing
the newsletter and taking care of advertising
sales. A big thanks to Director Dave Airey for
managing our website and to Directors Leszek
Pisarek, Steve Roscoe for their support and
ideas. Thanks to Directors Frank Medoro and
Gord Crymble for getting out to the meetings
and to Treasurer Marzena Szczeszek for
keeping us in check.
Thank you to VP Valerie Thomson for her
support and updates within the community
and finally, thank you to our team of resident
volunteers who walked this newsletter into your
mailboxes and to all of you, who have called,
emailed and, just stopped to chat about the
neighbourhood. We greatly appreciate your
support and input. RW

Going Legal..

Mississauga is currently formulating new policies
in regards to secondary units as the result of a mandate
for all municipalities from the Ontario Government. A
secondary unit is considered to be a basement apartment
or a nanny suite.
While a secondary unit for family members is allowed,
there are currently restrictions on renting out a basement
apartment. In order to be deemed “legal” a basement
apartment must first meet the standards set out by in the
fire code. These include but are not limited to a secondary
means of egress (two exits), fire doors and fire retardant
drywall between units. Once the unit gets the fire
department approval, the owner can then apply to the
City for approval.
In the case of our area, this would probably require a
zoning approval by means of an application for a minor
variance to allow a change to the zoning to allow a rental
unit. To approve the variance, all of your neighbours
would be notified of your request and would have the
option to oppose your application.
With a need for more affordable housing options, the
Province is requiring all municipalities to now allow
secondary units and could signal significant change to
current by-laws and zoning.

UPCOMING
WARD 3
EVENTS
Chris Fonseca
Councillor, Ward 3

• Residential East Town Hall
Tuesday, April 3,
Tomken Twin Arena
Small Auditorium 7 to 9PM
Topics of discussion will focus
on the GTAA, BRT, Hanlan
Feedermain, Forestry and SNAP.

• Ward 3 Business Town Hall – Thurs., April 12
Tomken Twin Arena – Small Auditorium at 7-9 PM
Topics of discussion will focus on Hanlan Feedermain,
BIA, EDO, MBOT, Smart Commute, Mississauga
Summit Job challenges and Partners in Project Green
• Heritage in the Park – Sunday, June 24, 2012
Fleetwood Park – 12 – 2 PM
Enjoy a BBQ and celebrate the 175th anniversary of
William Lyon MacKenzie’s march through Fleetwood

The concerns for
secondary units
generally lie with
the potential effect
on the value of the
neighbourhood property values; planning for sufficient
services, such as schools, and emergency services; and
possibly most importantly ensuring that the units are safe
and will not end up as death traps in the event of fire.
For this reason, the City of Mississauga intends to reach
out to residents for input in formulating a strategy for the
implementation of the Provincial mandate on secondary
units.
To this end, a series of public consultations will be
held in February and March in various areas of the City
culminating with a presentation on Rogers TV on March
6th. During this TV presentation, viewers will be able to
go on line to make comments. RW

PUBLIC CONSULTATION WORKSHOPS ON
SECONDARY RENTAL UNITS:
To register for the workshops or for more information visit
miranet.ca/citizen_calendar.htm#rental_units

ROCKWOOD VILLAGE
A neighbourhood to be proud of!
I specialize in the Rockwood Village
Area. Before making any move, you owe it to
yourself to compare Real Estate Services.
What better way to judge my integrity than to
hear it directly from my clientele?
View my website at www.searchforhomes.ca
and when you are ready, call me! I can help.

JulieBrokerKing
905•821•3200

2011

Meadowtowne Realty, Brokerage

CALL 905 • 896 • 5300
chris.fonseca@mississauga.ca

Independently Owned and Operated

julie@searchforhomes.ca
www.searchforhomes.ca
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The Garbage Study

WHAT GOES IN THE
GREEN BIN?

This month, the City will
initiate a pilot program in Ward
3 to study the effects of reducing
garbage collection to bi-weekly
pick-up. Apparently, recyclables
will still be collected every week but the smelly stuff that
attracts animals will not, unless it is in the green box!
As with most “test” programs, it is only a matter of time
until this study becomes the standard operating practice.
Ultimately this is part of the Region of Peel waste management
Organic Recycling program. Getting every household on
board would reduce the amount of garbage that goes to
landfill by 70% within four years. Organic waste is used for
composting.
Those who do use the green box religiously, insist that they
have little to put in their garbage cans every week. For them,
a bi-weekly collection is more than sufficient. Can’t find your
bin? You can purchase a new one for $20 a kitchen sized
model for $5.
For more information on the Organic Recycling Program go to the
Region of Peel Waste Management site at http://
www.peelregion.ca/pw/waste/organics1/

FOOD WASTE:
Baked goods
Bones
Cereal
Coffee grounds
and filters
Dairy products
Eggs/eggshells
Flour and grains
Fruit
Grease and fat
Meat and fish
(raw and cooked)
Nuts
Pasta and rice
Sauces
Tea bags and
loose tea
Vegetables

PAPER 		
PRODUCTS:
Cotton balls
Facial tissues
Pizza boxes
Microwave
popcorn bags
Paper towels,
napkins and plates
Shredded paper
(loose)
OTHER ITEMS:
Hair
House plants
(soil removed)
Pet fur
Sawdust
Wood chips/
shavings

Visit www.dalebiason.com
for more Rockwood
market information
Sales Representative

A longtime Rockwood Resident
A full service agent with a
marketing plan designed to
showcase and sell your home
Sales Representative
quickly, for#106Sales
the
best
possible price.
-77Representative
City Centre Dr.
#106 -77 City Centre Dr.
Mississauga, ON, L5B1M5

A Mississauga
TRADITION
A Mississauga
Mississauga
A
ATRADITION
Mississauga
A
Mississauga
TRADITION
AATRADITION
Mississauga
Mississauga
TRADITION
TRADITION
TRADITION
Mississauga,
ON,
L5B1M5
#106 -77 City
Centre
Dr.
Mississauga,
ON, L5B1M5
Sales Representative

#106
-77Representative
City Centre Dr.
Sales
Mississauga, ON, L5B1M5
#106 -77 City Centre Dr.
Mississauga,
ON, L5B1M5
Sales Representative

#106Sales
-77 Representative
City Centre Dr.
Mississauga, ON, L5B1M5
#106 -77 City Centre Dr.
Mississauga, ON, L5B1M5

Royal LePage Real Estate
Services Ltd. Brokerage
Offi
ce: 905.275.9400
77 City
Centre Drive, Ste. 106,
© 2008 hobbsherder.com
(rs/cp)
Mississauga,
Ontario
L5B 1M5

SPRING 2012

Dale Biason

A.S.A.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

905 275 9400 • FAX 905 275 1481
info@dalebiason.com
TOLL FREE 1- 888 228 9669

Urban Forestry

Spring is in the air and soon the
trees will be budding, but what
if your boulevard tree forgets to
wake up this year? We asked Gavin
Longmuir, Urban Forestry Manager
for the City of Mississauga.
The city’s Urban Forestry Unit
is responsible for the care and
maintenance of all trees located on
City property which includes that
maple tree on your front boulevard.
Forestry staff is responsible for all
tree maintenance works, tree/stump
removal and tree replacement, insect
and disease concerns, community tree
plantings and enforcing the Private
Tree By-law.
If your boulevard tree does not come
to life this spring or should you notice
blight or bugs later in the season,
contact the City call centre 3-1-1 to
report a Forestry issue or concern. An
inspection is completed by Forestry

staff and if work is required a work
order is generated with operational
staff completing the work. This work
is reactive in nature based on residents
requesting work. This means that
the resident has to report an issue
requiring service or hope that in the
process of completing another request,
the Forestry staff notices other trees
that need maintenance.
The forestry staff also generate work
orders to prune all City owned trees
located on individual streets to elevate
lower branches ensuring adequate
clearance over the sidewalk and road
ways. This work is known as “Block
pruning” and is sometimes this is
completed by retained contractors.
This work is proactive in nature
with staff identifying works that are
required to be completed.
In 2011 throughout the RHA
geographical area the following works
were completed:
• 28 street/park trees were removed.
• 0 street/park trees were pruned.

• Eight trees were fertilized.
• Seven streets were included in
our “Block Pruning program” with
approximately 450 trees pruned.
• Eight community tree planting
events were held allowing for
approximately 800 potted trees and
shrubs to be planted in parks and
natural areas.
In 2012 Urban Forestry is
committed to delivering similar
tree works and programs to the
Rockwood Homeowners Association
area of Mississauga. Staff will also
be involved in two major City
wide projects: Emerald Ash Borer
Mitigation and Management and the
review of the current Private Tree
By-law. RW
If you would like to request an inspection
of a City tree for works to be completed,
to have a new street tree planted or to
volunteer in one of our community tree
planting events please call 3-1-1 (or
905-615-4311 if calling outside City of
Mississauga limits)

Would you like to SELL your home? Call

MIKE CAHILL
BROKER

Mike has sold more homes in Rockwood Village than
any other Realtor® each and every year, since 1976.
When you decide to buy and sell, call the Realtor®
with the most experience and the best track record
in the business for your area.

THE

ANNETTE VANCE TEAM

c

Rockwood’s Experienced Real Estate Professional

c

“The Great Negotiator”

BROKER

Add Vance To Your Future
-

FREE HOME EVALUATION
FREE NEIGHBOURHOOD REPORT
FREE HOME STAGING CONSULT WITH LISTING

(905) 275-9400

Email: annetteh@royallepage.ca | Fax: (905) 275-1481
Web: annettevance.com

MASTER
SALES
AWARD

20082009/2011

This is not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with a brokerage.

2009/2011

#106 - 77 City Centre Drive, Mississauga, Ontario L5B 1M5

29 Years Experience

MARIO

PASCUCCI
905 • 270 • 2000

REMAX PERFORMANCE REALTY INC., MISSISSAUGA

Separate School Trustee
Wards 1 and 3
905-302-3096
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RHA - Keeping an Eye on City Budget
By Frank Medoro

Who said you can’t fight City Hall?
During recent budget discussions,
three Rockwood Homeowner
Association (RHA) Directors along
with two Miranet Executives were
successful in reversing an all but done
deal which would have raised the
salaries of Mississauga Councilors.
With tax increases of 7.5% about to
be confirmed, on January 25th, our
Directors and two Miranet Executives
attended the City Budget Meeting,
intending to challenge the committee
to find more fat in the operating
budget to avoid this large tax increase.
But to the surprise of the homeowner
representatives, Council actually put
forward an unanticipated motion to
increase their own salaries by 2%,
even though taxes were to rise for the

second year in a row. On February
8th, the Committee met to vote on
the salary increases.
Once again, the community
representatives attended, this time
with a deputation by Miranet to
persuade Councilors to reverse
their plan to increase their salaries.
During the deputation, several
councillors expressed dismay that the
Ratepayers Associations were wasting
the City’s time about such a trivial
amount. But Miranet fought back
stating that in our present economic
climate, it wasn’t the amount of
$20,688, considered trivial by some
councilors, but the principle of
the matter that was important, as
any increase in salary at this time
would give the wrong signal to the
community. Since our citizens are

asked to “tighten their belts,” how
can City Hall in good conscience give
themselves a raise. When the Salary
increase came to a vote, Council
actually reversed their decision to
raise their salaries.
The moral of the story is that
community groups do have an impact
on what happens at City Hall. We
will continue to let City Hall know
that how they spend our tax dollars
is important to each and every
homeowner. RW

Kingsbury

Dental Office
Dr. Bruno Cavatassi

Servicing the
Rockwood Community
for over 20 years!
New patients and patients with
emergencies are always Welcome
SPRING 2012

(905) 629 • 1331
1891 Rathburn Road E.
Located in Kingsbury (Longo’s) Plaza

Turf War in
Beechwood Park

HOMEOWNERS BEWARE....of strangers
coming to your door to inspect your hot water tank!

This is a scam!

Once they gain entry to your home they find unwarranted
problems and shut off your gas leaving little choice but to
have them perform unnecessary repairs.
Call and check with your utility company first!!

It’s your single biggest investment. Let
“YOUR ROCKWOOD VILLAGE SPECIALIST!”
Handle it for you!
Excellence in Service...Proven Results

Elvis Vogrin
Broker

My commitment to my clients and work ethic are unparalleled.
It’s important to be on the cutting edge– Today's market is rapidly changing.
Start with a FREE consultation!

A turf is being waged in Beechwood Park. The issue is
for whom the park was intended – dogs or kids.
Neighbours and parents are concerned that dogs, some
of which are pretty large, are running free in the park
and leaving their “business” behind. They are protesting
that dog owner’s are not only breaking the law but that
the dogs are preventing the quiet enjoyment that a park
is supposed to provide in a neighbourhood.
From the dog owners’ perspective, they feel that they
have the right to take Fido to the park too. No problem,
if Fido is on a leash and if you scoop up Fido’s droppings.
Not everyone is a dog lover, and some people are
downright terrified of them. Big dogs off leash and little
children just don’t belong in the same area. Kids and
dogs both tend to be unstable in some circumstances
and even a docile dog when provoked unwittingly by an
innocent child may react in an unfriendly way.
We have many local areas in which you can take your
dog off leash. Heck, we even have a designated leash
free area in Garnetwood Park. The hydro lines run from
Eglinton to Burnhamthorpe and except for the area near
the school they are pretty much wide open. North of
Audubon and there are large open spaces and what dog
wouldn’t love to visit the creek?
The public parks in Mississauga are for everyone,
including residents and children who are afraid of
animals. Please, dog owners and dog walkers, be
considerate of citizens and keep your dog on a leash.
Otherwise, you could face the possibility of being hit
with a $90 fine.
Let’s all practice good citizenship habits and keep a safe
and friendly environment for the peaceful co-existence
of children and pets. RW

Awarded by RE/MAX Ontario
for years 2007-2010.

905-272-3434 ∙ elvisvogrin@gmail.com
•elvisvogrin.com
RE/MAX REALTY SPECIALISTS INC., BROKERAGE, MISSISSAUGA
Independently owned and operated
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COMMUNITY
MARCH BREAK FAMILY FUN
MacEwan Field Station,
Riverwood March 12 - 16

9:30 to 11:00 am and 1:00 to 2:30 pm
(am and pm sessions are the same)
Riverwood (indoors and outdoors)
FREE ADMISSION! (Donations gratefully
accepted to continue community programs)
To register, call 905-279-5878, email:
Info@TheRiverwoodConservancy.org
•••

SPRINGBANK ARTISTS 18TH
ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE
Fri. Mar 23, 7pm - Mar. 25, 4pm
Visual Arts Mississauga
4170 Riverwood park lane
Phone: 905-502-0207
www.springbankartists.com
•••

APPRENTICESHIP CAREER
CONNECTIONS 2012 FAIR
Wed. March 28, 9am-4pm

International Centre, Hall 5
6900 Airport Road, Mississauga, ON
Phone: 905-306-9588 Ext106
www.apprenticeshipcareerconnections.ca
•••

DUFFERIN PEEL CATHOLIC
SCHOOL BOARD

ST. SOFIA
FEB. 21 - Public Speaking Contests
FEB. 22 - Shrove Tuesday
FEB. 23 - Ash Wednesday
MARCH 7, 8, 9 - See and Hear clinics

BURNHAMTHORPE LIBRARY

URBAN GREEN GARDENING
Monday, April 16,
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. Ages: 13Y+
For innovative agriculture and gardening
ideas and tips on topics such as urban
food crops, companion planting, natural
fertilizing, worm farms and native species.
Watch how to demonstrations.
EARTH DAY • Saturday, April 21,
3 p.m. - 4 p.m. All ages
Celebrate Earth Day! Help the environment
in your community...plant your own
seedlings and take them home!
SPRING 2012

HAPPENINGS

BURNHAMTHORPE
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Loonie Swims & Skates starting
FEBRUARY 1 UNTIL MARCH 9
Offered by Recreation and Parks. Be active
and enjoy with your family and friends for
only $1.00/person/swim or skate.
Join in on the March Break Fun!
BCC has March Break camps, full day
and half day. For information, locations,
schedules and registration, check out
www.mississauga.ca/portal/residents/
burnhamthorpe
•••

PEEL DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

GLENHAVEN SR. PS March 24
Peel Literary Conference - Rick Hansen
Make a difference in literacy and beyond
parent conference is an annual event for
parents and educators. For information,
call Judi Stephenson at 905-890-1010/1800-668-1146, ext. 2809 or e-mail
judi.stephenson@peelsb.com
GLENHAVEN SR. PS
Thursday, March 29TH - 7:00PM
Enjoy the production of Disney’s Aladdin
Admission: Adults - $2.00 Students - $1.00
Families and Guests are welcome!
•••
APRIL 16-27 - EDUCATION WEEK 2012
•••
MAY 1 - SOCIAL NETWORKING
Presentation for Parents.
•••
GLENFOREST S.S.
APRIL. 4 - PARENT’S NIGHT
APRIL. 26, 27 - SCHOOL SHOW
MAY 10 - MUSIC NIGHT
Printempo! - all welcome to attend.
•••

Etobicoke & Mimico Creeks
CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
Thursday, May 10, 2012

Royal Woodbine with lunch, dinner - $180
or dinner only - $70. Proceeds to Living City
Foundation in support of TRCA Etobicoke &
Mimico Creek watershed restoration
Contact Joanna Parsons at jparsons@trca.
on.ca or call at 416-661-6600, EXT. 5575

Canadian Cancer Society’s 7th
ANNUAL SPRING GARDEN TOUR
Sunday May 27, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Homeowners in the Lorne Park
Neighbourhood have graciously agreed to
open their picturesque gardens to the public
view on Sunday, May 27 to support the
fight against cancer. A guest speaker will
enlighten garden tour visitors at one of our
lovely garden locations. As well, to further
enhance our visitors’ experience, local
musicians will perform instrumental music in
some of the gardens throughout the day.
For further information please contact the
Canadian Cancer Society, 2227 South
Millway, Suite 202 Mississauga, ON. L5L
3R6. (905) 608-8411 Pam Kiez ext.3857 or
email to georgetowndufferinpeel@ontario.
cancer.ca
Advance Ticket price is $15.00
Ticket price on Tour Day is $20.00
All proceeds will be donated to the
Canadian Cancer Society.
•••

AIRPORT OPEN HOUSE

GREATER TORONTO AIRPORT
AUTHORITY (GTAA) Presentation
regarding increases night flights
Wednesday, March 7, 2012 7 to 8pm
- 3071 Palstan Road, Dixie Curling
Club, 2nd Floor. For further information
please view www.torontopearson.com/
NightFlightsOutreach/
•••

GOOD NEWS...Do you have news;
a special milestone event, anniversary...
Share it with us in the next newsletter!
•••

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED...Want to get
involved in your neighbourhood? Join
one of the RHA committees, help out
with communications or any way you
can to keep your neighbourhood safe
and informed!
www.rockwoodvillage.ca

